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FROGS ALIVE

Park’s peeper population shows
spring is here, summer is soon

By Josh Edwards
Jedwards@uicksburgpost.com

In the pitch blackness of Vicks-

burg National Military Park last
week, ranger Virginia DuBowy
and her husband, Paul, tuned in
with well-trained ears to hear
the first peeps, croaks and rib-
bits of spring.

The park began its annual
survey of the frog population

for frogs. To laymen listening
for frogs might seem silly, but it
serves a good purpose, said Vir-
ginia Dubowy, who manages the
park’s national resource moni-
toring program.

“Amphibians are very good
environmental monitors. They're
very susceptible to changes in
the environment,” she said. “The
presence or absence of these spe-
ciesis a good indicator.”
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drainage ditches and natural
water sources — including
Durden Creek, Mint Springs
and Glass Bayou — through-
out the park, she said.

“We have heard at least
a dozen species, but they
all call at different times of
years,” Virginia Dubowy
said.

At nine of the 10 stops, the
researchers heard the calls
of spring peepers, one of the
first species of frogs to begin
calling each year. No other
species of frog was recorded.

“In the summer this place
will be chock full of bull-
frogs,” said Paul Dubowy, an

Ranger Virginia Dubowy talks about varieties of frogs and
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identification techniques used in the park.

ecologist with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

The call of the tiny spring
peepers, who are only about

sounds almost like jingle
bells in the distance.

Hearing so many peepers
is a sign that the park’s eco-
systems are healthy, Virginia
Dubowy said.

The park might seem far
from town to visitors, she
said, but U.S. 61 North, Clay
Street, the Port of Vicks-
burg and residential devel-
opments are all within close
proximity to the park, she
said.

“You don’t realize how
close you are to houses until
the winter time when you
can see though the trees and
hear though the trees. In the

sists of listening and record-
ing specific frog calls heard
over a 5-minute period, but
for the frogs to be active, the
weather has to be just right,
said Paul DuBowy.

“The two weather factors
are temperature and humid-
ity, and it seems like humid-
ity is more important,” he
said.

The park service also has
monitor programs in place
for salamanders, white tail
deer, bats and other species.



